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THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
MARCH 30, 1968 


THE PresipENT. We have some nice spring weather, 
I see. 

Mr. Zwick, the Director of the Budget, is here. We will 
have a release that you are somewhat familiar with in- 
volving reduction in foreign personnel abroad in various 
Government departments. It runs from $12 million to $15 
million for the transitional year, and to $20 million to $25 
million for the coming fiscal year. 

Mr. Zwick will be glad to answer any specific questions 
you have on that at the conclusion of the meeting. 


QUESTIONS 


I would be glad to take any questions you want to ask. 
Frank? 


Q. I didn’t come prepared. 
WISCONSIN DEMOCRATIC PRIMARY 


Q. Do you know who is going to win the Democratic 
primary in Wisconsin? 

Tue Presiwwent. No, I don’t. 

Bob? 


POSSIBILITY OF A BOMBING PAUSE 


Q. Mr. President, there has been talk about another 


bombing pause. Can you tell us what your thinking on 
that possibility is? 


ADDRESS TO THE NATION 


THE PresipENnT. Bob, I don’t think that a military 
strategy that is under review from time to time, or troop 
deployments, or matters of that kind, ought to be specu- 
lated‘on until the President has made a decision. There is 
not anything to announce at this time. 

I do think that as a result of the intensive review that 
the President and the diplomatic and military and con- 
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gressional officials have given Vietnam in recent weeks, 
particularly since the Tet offensive, that it would be well 
if the President would speak on that subject rather fully. 

Therefore, I plan to speak from my office tomorrow 
evening to the country at 9 o'clock. I will at that time dis- 
cuss troop speculations that have taken place, what our 
plans are, and what information we have that we are able 
to talk about now. I will also talk about other questions 
of some importance. 

It will be more or less a report on the reviews which 
have taken place, together with an announcement of some 
actions that we are taking. 

Sarah? 


REQUEST FOR A TAX INCREASE 


Q. Mr. President, Representative George Mahon said 
yesterday it would be meaningful that you really should 
ask the people for a greater tax increase than the 10 per- 
cent surcharge. Are you prepared to do that? 


THE PRESIDENT. We can’t do much about it between 
now and Sunday evening. I will cover that in my state- 
ment Sunday evening—my views on the entire fiscal 
policy. These remarks are being prepared now. 


POOR PEOPLE’S MARCH ON WASHINGTON 


Q. Mr. President, how do you feel about the proposed 
Poor People’s March on Washington next month in light 
of the events in Memphis this week, sir? 

THE PRESwENT. I recognize that there are many seri- 
ous problems, some anticipated and some that fre- 
quently are not anticipated, that flow from situations of 
this kind. 

In this season of the year, we are very concerned about 
dealing properly and adequately and appropriately with 
the various protests and marches that may take place. 

The Attorney General has met with the Governors 
and with the mayors and has been in touch with them 
from time to time. Generally, he tries to plan and antici- 
pate problems to the extent he can with the mayors and 
with the Governors, whose primary responsibility it is to 
maintain order. 

In the case of Washington, the Attorney General and 
Mayor Washington and others have given a good deal of 
their time to it. I would hope if there is a march that it 
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will be in keeping with the law, that the law will be obeyed, 
that the individual rights of all will be respected, and that 
no violence will flow from it. 

Q. Mr. President, on that point, there has been a sug- 
gestion in the Senate that there be an injunction to stop 
the march, or some type of restriction. What is your per- 
sonal viewpoint on that? 

Tue Present. I am not familiar with the sugges- 
tions, Clark. I have given my viewpoints generally. We 
believe that these marches should be kept within the law. 
We know of no way to prohibit people who comply with 
the law from exercising their rights. 

Miss Thomas? 


DECISION ON VIETNAM AND THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 


Q. Mr. President, does your speech tomorrow indicate 
that you have come to the end of your A to Z evaluation? 
Does the speech tomorrow on Vietnam mean that you 
have arrived at a decision? 

Tue Presment. No, Helen. We are constantly re- 
viewing this problem every day—we will never fully com- 
plete our work until we have peace in that area of the 
world. 

We haven’t even completed our work in Europe. We 
are reviewing it every day. 

My statement tomorrow night will deal with evaluat- 
ing the problems as I see them, giving the Nation my 
views on those problems, and announcing certain actions 
that I propose to take. 

That is not so say that we have completely closed the 
door and nothing else will be considered. I will have con- 
ferences next week. They are rather important ones in 
connection with the actions that I will announce tomor- 
row night. But I think you will get from the speech gen- 
erally the Government’s position and the course that we 
intend to take. 

Q. Sir, will it be painful? 

THE Present. You call me and tell me after you 
hear it. 

Q. It will be on television, though, won’t it? 


THE PresipeNtT. We are going to make it available, 
if they choose to carry it. 


EXCHANGE OF PRISONERS 


Q. Mr. President, have the talks that resulted in our 
releasing the three North Vietnamese sailors been en- 
couraging to you as far as our making progress on the 
Pueblo and in having dialogue with the North Vietnamese 
generally? 

Tue Presipent. We are always glad to be able to get 
the release of our prisoners and to be able to reciprocate 
the actions they take. 
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I don’t know just how to describe those releases in your 
terms. You will have to draw your own conclusions. We 
are pleased that those exchanges have worked out to the 
extent they have. We would like to see more of them. 


STATUS OF U.S. DEFENSE SYSTEM 


Q. Mr. President, this last week Senator Stennis said 
something about the Defense Department being down to 
kind of a barebones position and there has been a request 
for some $3 billion or $4 billion in addition. Are you satis- 
fied with the status of the preparedness or do you have 
any special concern at the present time? 

THe Preswent. We are constantly trying to 
strengthen the weaknesses that develop in the defense 
system of the Nation, the shortages that appear. Some- 
times it is helicopters. Sometimes it is helicopter parts. 
Sometimes it is M—16 rifles. Sometimes it is ammunition. 
Some days it may be the various fuels of certain kinds at 
certain spots. 

Overall, I think generally there has never been a war 
fought as faraway as this one has been fought that has 
been as well supplied and has had as few necessities in 
short supply. 

But that is not to say that we don’t make errors. That 
is not to say that we don’t goof at times. We are constantly 
trying to find those goofs and correct them. 

There will be some increases in certain items like heli- 
copters, parts, guns, ammunition, and other things that 
flow from the needs that we found that appeared after 
the Tet offensive. The cost of those items is being worked 
on now. They are substantial, but there is not anything 
like the amounts that have been speculated on. I will try 
to give you some more accurate estimate of them tomor- 
row evening. 

I would say they will involve a few billion dollars, but 
not anything like the $10 billion to $20 billion that I have 
seen and heard people use. It will not be anything like 
the hundreds of thousands of callups and deployments 
that have been speculated upon in the press. 


HANOIS RESPONSE TO THE SAN ANTONIO FORMULA 


Q. Mr. President, has there been any change in the 
San Antonio formula, and has there been any reaction 
from Hanoi to it in a positive way? 

THE PresweNT. We extended the offer at San An- 
tonio. That offer still stands. They have commented on 
that offer. As far as I am aware, they have not indicated 
to anyone that it was acceptable to them. 

We constantly explore leads that we think might offer 
some hope. But I am not able to point specifically to any 
action that they have taken in response to the San An- 
tonio formula that makes me believe that it is acceptable, 
totally acceptable, to them now. 

Yes, Forrest? 
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THE MISSING F-—111 AIRCRAFT 


Q. Mr. President, do you have a report on the F—111 
that disappeared in Southeast Asia, whether it was shot 
down or just crashed? 

Tue PresweNnt. Do you want to be a little more 
specific? 

Q. This week an F—111 flying over North Vietnam or 
in the vicinity disappeared. 

THE PresweENt. The only information that I know 
that is available is that it did not return; that it is miss- 
ing. That is the last information I have. 


THE PRESIDENTS CAMPAIGN PLANS 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any plans tomorrow to 
discuss your future role in this campaign, or candidacy? 

THE PRESIDENT. No. 

Q. Mr. President, there was a story a week ago say- 
ing—on what authority it wasn’t indicated— 

Tue Preswent. What story? I don’t want to chase 
these vacuums. 

Q. It wasa dope story. The authority wasn’t indicated, 
but it said you won’t announce your plans as far as 1968 
are concerned until the August convention in Chicago. Is 
that possible? 

THE PRESIDENT. I won’t comment on any of those 
stories. I will cross that bridge when I get to it. The fact 
that it is a dope story is the best evidence of its total un- 
reliability. Usually those stories are the thoughts of people 
who are not making the decisions, although we haven’t 
made any decision on the matter. 

Yes, Bob? 


MEETINGS ON ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN 


Q. You mentioned that you were going to have a series 
of important meetings next week related to your speech 
tomorrow. 

THE PRESIDENT. I said we will be meeting through 
next week on all of these matters, trying to implement 
them and carry them out, review them. 

Q. I was wondering if those meetings were going to be 
here in Washington or whether you are considering an- 
other specific meeting? 

THE PRreEsmvENT. I will be here in Washington at least 
some of next week. If there are any meetings out of Wash- 
ington, I will make an announcement when they are 
definitely determined. 

Yes, Sid? 

PREMIER KOSYGIN 


Q. Mr. President, do you have any plans to meet again 
with Premier Kosygin this year? 


Tue Present. No. We have no plans. 


PLANS TO ATTEND HEMISFAIR OPENING 


Q. Do you plan to go to the HemisFair opening next 
weekend, Mr. President, and meet with President Diaz? 
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THE PRESIDENT. It is difficult for me to talk this far 
ahead, Helen. Of course, we would like to. Mrs. Johnson 
has plans to be there. If I can, I would like to. But there 
may be other items that would not make it possible for 
me to go there. 


Q. Sir, I realize the fact that you are not yet a candi- 
date for reelection, but would you please tell us who you 
consider to be your main leader in your organization, the 
manager of your organization? 


THE PReEsipENT. No. I just hope that all of you are 
as helpful as you can be. 


DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Q. Mr. President, as regards the Memphis disturbance, 
have you talked to Dr. Martin Luther King, or do you 
plan to, sir? 


Tue Preswent. No, I have not talked to Dr. Martin 
Luther King. 


FRENCH POSITION ON THE GOLD PROPOSALS 


Q. Mr. President, there are indications out of Stock- 
holm that the French are declining to go along with our 
latest proposals on gold. Are you disappointed in that? 


THE PresipenT. Yes, I think I would say I am dis- 
appointed, but it is not unexpected. Is that clear? 


You don’t think I ought to advertise the wire serv- 
ices? What is this? Is this Reuters? 


The press says a spokesman for the French Delegation 
declared—I just saw this before I came out, Mr. Rather, 
and I thought this would be helpful to you: “We decline 
to associate ourselves with the final communique of the 
Conference of Ten.” French Minister of Finance and 
Economy Michel Debre will distribute a statement and 
answer correspondents’ questions as soon as possible. 


Mr. Ed Fried of my staff is there with Secretary Fowler 
and Mr. Martin. He has reported to me from time to time. 
His first reports said that the first day was spent in staking 
out positions, with no great surprises; that Mr. Debre 
carried on discussions and they seemed to be isolated on 
most issues; that he spoke on each issue. 


The outcome has not yet been determined. So I would 
hope that this conference will be successful. We will have 
to read the communique that is in the process of being 
prepared. 


It is obvious that the French have not agreed with our 
position. We have tried to be tolerant and flexible. We 
are very proud of our representation there—Secretary 
Fowler, Mr. Martin, and others—and we are very pleased 


generally with the cooperation that comes from the other 
members. 


Just what will come out finally, I don’t want to say at 
this time, although I hope that it will he successful. 
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THE F-—111-—B AIRCRAFT 


Q. Mr. President, on the F-111, the F—111—B was 
shot down also by the Armed Services Committee on a 11 
to 20 vote this week after an expenditure of I think some- 
where in the neighborhood of $1 billion. 

I wonder what your view is on that and the plans to 
go into some other new plane? 

Tue PresipenT. I think, Clark, you specialists in that 
field could better deal with that. The Navy and Mr. Clif- 
ford have some first-hand information on what has taken 
place on that. 


I don’t think I could add anything to what you already 
know or change your opinion in any way. 


NEW COMMANDER IN VIETNAM 


Q. Mr. President, do you expect to name a new Viet- 
nam commander tomorrow? 


Tue Present. No. 
Yes, Sid. 


SITUATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST 


Q. Mr. President, we have had a renewal of hostilities 
in the Middle East in the past few days. Have you had 
any personal involvement in trying to cool things off there 
outside of what we are doing at the U.N.? 


THE PRESIDENT. We keep in very close touch through 
our diplomats in that part of the world. They are report- 
ing to me all the information that they have together with 
any suggestions they may have. 


That is under the general jurisdiction of the Assistant 
Secretary in charge of the Middle East, Mr. Battle. I have 
had a number of meetings with the Secretary of State and 
the Assistant Secretary, Mr. Battle, as well as with Am- 
bassador Goldberg. I have had a number of conversa- 
tions with Ambassador Goldberg at the U.N. 


We are trying to exercise all of the strength we can in 
the direction of avoiding hostilities and maintaining peace 
consistent with the five points that I announced last June. 
That is our general position. 


That is what we think should be considered and car- 
ried out. We are trying to help with the Jarring mission 
wherever we can. 


Ambassador Goldberg and Mr. Battle are working on 
the general problem every day. We deplore and regret 
violence wherever it originates on both sides. 


We think fighting is a very poor substitute for the rea- 
soning and meeting with each other. We would hope that 
all sides to the controversy would be more amenable to 
talking it out rather than fighting it out. 


But I cannot say to you that we have their agreement 
to that kind of a program as yet. 
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COPPER STRIKE SETTLEMENT AND THE ECONOMY 


Q. Mr. President, could you discuss with us your view 
of the effects of the copper developments, the settlement, 
that seems to be emerging and the price increases that 
seem to be emerging? 

Tue Preswent. We are very happy that we are able 
to resume production and to get the strike settled. We 
regret very much the inflationary aspects attached to that 
settlement. 

We did everything we could to try to keep the increases 
in wages and prices lower. 

In a free enterprise system where you have collective 
bargaining, unless you have mandatory controls which 
we do not have, all you can do is to lay down your views 
and express them and appeal to the individuals concerned 
to bear them in mind in their collective bargaining 
decisions. 

Chairman Okun of the Council of Economic Advisers 
spoke very emphatically about the effect of these deci- 
sions. He spoke and I think released his statement to the 
press. 

I would hope that all the copper producers would not 
follow the example that had been set of accelerating a 
general round of price increases. 

We are very concerned about the inflation picture. We 
have been appealing to the country to give us support 
and to the Congress to give us support that we think 
would help to avoid inflation. 

Early in 1966, we felt that the time had come when 
we ought to consider restoring some of the tax revenues 
that we had repealed in 1964 and 1965. 

We counseled with labor and business and the congres- 
sional leadership. It was evident that it would be im- 
possible to get a tax increase in 1966. 

In 1967, we were more hopeful. Both business and labor 
agreed to support us. But as you know, the Congress did 
not agree with us for various reasons. 

Some thought the economy was sluggish and didn’t 
need it. Some thought that there ought to be reductions 
in the budget and a variety of reasons. 

The economy, I think, demonstrated that it could take 
a tax increase and that it would be desirable. Most of the 
bankers, insurance companies, and economists testified 
to that effect as well as the labor leaders. 

But the demand was made that we reduce expendi- 
tures. We could not act on that until Congress had their 
chance to do it. When they did, they reduced appropria- 
tions by several billion dollars and expenditures by some- 
where between $1 billion and $2 billion. 

The leadership thought that was not enough and 
asked us to reduce them even further. We agreed and 
recommended a formula to Congress that was known as 
the 2-10 formula that made additional reductions which 
ran about $8 billion or $10 billion in appropriations and 
about $4 billion in expenditures last year. 
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In light of this, we were hopeful that we would get a 
tax bill to deal with the constant increase in prices, the 
constant challenges to the dollar, the fear that we had of 
the increase in interest rates, and the effect that would 
have on employment, on housing, and all of the other 
matters. 

Congress has not seen fit to favorably act upon the tax 
bill. I do believe that if the country would indicate its 
willingness to face up to this very necessary situation, I 
believe Congress might act favorably. 

I think the country ought to know that it is very danger- 
ous not to act. We are carrying on quite a gamble. Unless 
we have a tax bill with the increased expenses that we 
have in our defense setups in supporting our fighting 
men, as well as what we are trying to do in our domestic 
programs, then the price that we are going to have to pay 
is going to be much higher than the price we would pay 
by acting prudently and passing a tax bill. 

So I think that that would be the best action we could 
take to help the price situation. In the meantime, we are 
going to try to encourage labor and encourage business 
to exercise restraint in their bargaining decisions. 

We cannot force them. We do not have the power 
to restrain them and keep them from reaching these 
decisions. 


We encourage collective bargaining in this country. 
But we do think that in this instance the increases are 
excessive. 


Reporter. Thank you, Mr. President. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s one hundred and twenty-first news con- 
ference was held in the Rose Garden at the White House at 12:15 
p.m. on Saturday, March 30, 1968. As printed above, this item 
follows the text released by the White House. 

For the announcement on Government personnel overseas men- 


tioned by the President in his opening remarks, see the following 
item. 


Government Personnel Overseas 


Announcement of Plans for Reduction in Number 


of Employees. March 30, 1968 


President Johnson today approved a plan for an initial 
12 percent reduction in overseas Government personnel. 
Additional reductions will be made later this year. 


The cutback plan was submitted by the Secretary of 
State and the Director of the Bureau of the Budget in 
response to the President’s instructions in January for 
substantial reduction in overseas employment to offset the 
current imbalance of international payments. The Presi- 
dent had requested a minimum of a 10 percent reduction 
in overseas employees as a first step. 


immediately affected will be Americans and foreign 
nationals presently employed by 21 Federal agencies and 
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working under the jurisdiction of the Ambassadors in 
every country except Vietnam. It is estimated that full 
year savings in expenditures abroad resulting from this 
action will run between $20 and $22 million. In fiscal 
year 1969, which starts July 1, 1968, the transitional year, 
these savings will amount to between $12 to $15 million. 

Of the 22,757 U.S. citizens now employed abroad, 
2,779 and their families will no longer be stationed 
abroad. Of the 26,293 foreign nationals employed by 
American embassies, 3,177 will be separated from em- 
ployment. Also, there are 2,800 Americans abroad who 
are contract employees; about 13 percent will be returned 
to this country. 

The reductions will be effected as rapidly as possible 
without disrupting operations. The reductions are ex- 
pected to be completed by the end of the next fiscal year. 

The plan results from a job-by-job analysis by the Am- 
bassadors and agency representatives in the U.S. missions 
overseas. Their proposals were reviewed by the agency 
heads in Washington, by the regional Assistant Secretaries 
of State, and by the Senior Interdepartmental Group to 
achieve balance in terms of agency missions and regional 
and worldwide foreign policy objectives. 

The reductions will be achieved by belt-tightening, 
bringing functions back to the United States, and stream- 
lining operations. Washington agencies are currently eval- 
uating 388 suggestions for improvements forwarded by 
Ambassadors. 

Examples of the improvements now being implemented 
are: 


—Elimination of 10 percent of lower-priority repeti- 
tive economic and commercial reports from overseas 
posts. 

—Amalgamation of Defense attaché and embassy ad- 
ministrative support operations initially at 23 posts, 
with eventual savings of 250 American and foreign 
national personnel when extended worldwide. 

—Relocation to the United States of an initial 15 Amer- 
icans engaged in regional administrative support 
activities. 

A further improvement will be made possible by con- 
gressional enactment of the President’s proposal to elim- 
inate the requirement for most nonimmigrant visas for 
90-day business and tourist visits to the United States. 
Passage of the bill would not only facilitate travel to this 
country, but would save both American and foreign na- 
tional positions overseas. 

The President has directed the Secretary of State and 
the Budget Director to press ahead with the remaining 
steps in the program. Special intensive reviews will be 
undertaken in 24 selected countries with the larger U.S. 
missions, with the aim of proposing additional substantial 
cutbacks. Also, work will continue through functional 
studies to reduce the workload burdens on overseas posts. 
Further reduction results will be reported to the President 
August 1. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS TO THE NATION 


Radio and Television Address Reporting on Peace Efforts in Vietnam, Calling for 
Measures To Further Financial Stability, and Announcing His Decision Not To 
Seek Nor To Accept Renomination. March 31, 1968 


Good evening, my fellow Americans. 

Tonight I want to speak to you of peace in Vietnam and Southeast 
Asia. 

No other question so preoccupies our people. No other dream so 
absorbs the 250 million human beings who live in that part of the world. 
No other goal motivates American policy in Southeast Asia. 

For years, representatives of our Government and others have trav- 
eled the world—seeking to find a basis for peace talks. 

Since last September, they have carried the offer that I made public 
at San Antonio. 

That offer was this: 

That the United States would stop its bombardment of North Viet- 
nam when that would lead promptly to productive discussions—and 
that we would assume that North Vietnam would not take military 
advantage of our restraint. 

Hanoi denounced this offer, both privately and publicly. Even while 
the search for peace was going on, North Vietnam rushed their prepara- 
tions for a savage assault on the people, the government, and the allies 
of South Vietnam. 

Their attack—during the Tet holidays—failed to achieve its prin- 
cipal objectives. 

It did not collapse the elected government of South Vietnam or 
shatter its army—as the Communists had hoped. 

It did not produce a “general uprising” among the people of the 
cities as they had predicted. 

The Communists were unable to maintain control of any of the 
more than 30 cities that they attacked. And they took very heavy 
casualties. 

But they did compel the South Vietnamese and their — to move 
certain forces from the countryside, into the cities. 

They caused widespread disruption and suffering. Their sum and 
the battles that followed, made refugees of half a million human beings. 

The Communists may renew their attack any day. 

They are, it appears, trying to make 1968 the year of decision in 
South Vietnam—the year that brings, if not final victory or defeat, at 
least a turning point in the struggle. 

This much is clear: 

If they do mount another round of heavy attacks, they will not 
succeed in destroying the fighting power of South Vietnam and its 
allies. 

But tragically, this is also clear: Many men—on both sides of the 
struggle—will be lost. A nation that has already suffered 20 years of war- 

fare will suffer once again. Armies on both sides will take new casualties. 
And the war will go on. 


There is no need for this to be so. 


There is no need to delay the talks that could bring an end to this 
long and this bloody war. 
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Tonight, I renew the offer I made last August—to stop the bombard- 
ment of North Vietnam. We ask that talks begin promptly, that they 
be serious talks on the substance of peace. We assume that during those 
talks Hanoi will not take advantage of our restraint. 


We are prepared to move immediately toward peace through 
negotiations. 

So, tonight, in the hope that this action will lead to early talks, I am 
taking the first step to deescalate the conflict. We are reducing—sub- 
stantially reducing—the present level of hostilities. 

And we are doing so unilaterally, and at once. 

Tonight, I have ordered our aircraft and our naval vessels to make 
no attacks on North Vietnam, except in the area north of the Demilita- 
rized Zone where the continuing enemy buildup directly threatens allied 
forward positions and where the movements of their troops and supplies 
are clearly related to that threat. 

The area in which we are stopping our attacks includes almost 90 
percent of North Vietnam’s population, and most of its territory. Thus 
there will be no attacks around the principal populated areas, or in the 
food-producing areas of North Vietnam. 

Even this very limited bombing of the North could come to an early 
end—if our restraint is matched by restraint in Hanoi. But I cannot in 
good conscience stop all bombing so long as to do so would immediately 
and directly endanger the lives of our men and our allies. Whether a 
complete bombing halt becomes possible in the future will be determined 
by events. 

Our purpose in this action is to bring about a reduction in the level 
of violence that now exists. 

It is to save the lives of brave men—and to save the lives of innocent 
women and children. It is to permit the contending forces to move closer 
to a political settlement. 

And tonight, I call upon the United Kingdom and I call upon the 
Soviet Union—as cochairmen of the Geneva Conferences, and as perma- 
nent members of the United Nations Security Council—to do all they 
can to move from the unilateral act of deescalation that I have just an- 
nounced toward genuine peace in Southeast Asia. 

Now, as in the past, the United States is ready to send its representa- 
tives to any forum, at any time, to discuss the means of bringing this ugly 
war to an end. 

I am designating one of our most distinguished Americans, Ambas- 
sador Averell Harriman, as my personal representative for such talks. In 
addition, I have asked Ambassador Llewellyn Thompson, who returned 
from Moscow for consultation, to be available to join Ambassador Harri- 
man at Geneva or any other suitable place—just as soon as Hanoi agrees 
to a conference. 

I call upon President Ho Chi Minh to respond positively, and 
favorably, to this new step toward peace. 

But if peace does not come now through negotiations, it will come 
when Hanoi understands that our common resolve is unshakable, and 
our common strength is invincible. 


Tonight, we and the other allied nations are contributing 600,000 


fighting men to assist 700,000 South Vietnamese troops in defending 
their little country. 
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Our presence there has always rested on this basic belief: The main 
burden of preserving their freedom must be carried out by them—by the 
South Vietnamese themselves. 
| We and our allies can only help to provide a shield—behind which 
the people of South Vietnam can survive and can grow and develop. On 
| their efforts—on their determinations and resourcefulness—the outcome 
will ultimately depend. 
That small, beleaguered nation has suffered terrible punishment for 
more than 20 years. 
I pay tribute once again tonight to the great courage and endurance 
of its people. South Vietnam supports armed forces tonight of almost 
700,000 men—and I call your attention to the fact that that is the equiva- 
lent of more than 10 million in our own population. Its people maintain 
| their firm determination to be free of domination by the North. 
There has been substantial progress, I think, in building a durable 
government during these last 3 years. The South Vietnam of 1965 could 
not have survived the enemy’s Tet offensive of 1968. The elected govern- 
ment of South Vietnam survived that attack—and is rapidly repairing 
the devastation that it wrought. 
The South Vietnamese know that further efforts are going to be 
required : 
—to expand their own armed forces, 
| —to move back into the countryside as quickly as possible, 

—to increase their taxes, 

—to select the very best men that they have for civil and military 

responsibility, 

—to achieve a new unity within their constitutional government, and 

—to include in the national effort all those groups who wish to 

preserve South Vietnam’s control over its own destiny. 

Last week President Thieu ordered the mobilization of 135,000 addi- 
tional South Vietnamese. He plans to reach—as soon as possible—a total 
military strength of more than 800,000 men. 

To achieve this, the Government of South Vietnam started the draft- 
ing of 19-year-olds on March 1st. On May Ist, the Government will begin 
the drafting of 18-year-olds. 


Last month, 10,000 men volunteered for military service—that was 
two and a half times the number of volunteers during the same month 
last year. Since the middle of January, more than 48,000 South Vietnam- 


ese have joined the armed forces—and nearly half of them volunteered 
to do so. 


All men in the South Vietnamese armed forces have had their tours 
of duty extended for the duration of the war, and reserves are now being 

| called up for immediate active duty. 

President Thieu told his people last week: 

“We must make greater efforts and accept more sacrifices because, 
as I have said many times, this is our country. The existence of our na- 
tion is at stake, and this is mainly a Vietnamese responsibility.” 

He warned his people that a major national effort is required to 
root out corruption and incompetence at all levels of government. 


We applaud this evidence of determination on the part of South 
Vietnam. Our first priority will be to support their effort. 
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We shall accelerate the reequipment of South Vietnam’s armed 
forces—in order to meet the enemy’s increased firepower. This will en- 
able them progressively to undertake a larger share of combat operations 
against the Communist invaders. 

On many occasions I have told the American people that we would 
send to Vietnam those forces that are required to accomplish our mission 
there. So, with that as our guide, we have previously authorized a force 
level of approximately 525,000. 

Some weeks ago—to help meet the enemy’s new offensive—we sent 
to Vietnam about 11,000 additional Marine and airborne troops. They 
were deployed by air in 48 hours, on an emergency basis. But the artillery, 
tank, aircraft, medical, and other units that were needed to work with 
and to support these infantry troops in combat could not then accompany 
them by air on that short notice. 

In order that these forces may reach maximum combat effective- 
ness, the Joint Chiefs of Staff have recommended to me that we should 
prepare to send—during the next 5 months—support troops totaling ap- 
proximately 13,500 men. 

A portion of these men will be made available from our active forces. 
The balance will come from reserve component units which will be called 
up for service. 

The actions that we have taken since the beginning of the year 

—to reequip the South Vietnamese forces, 


—to meet our responsibilities in Korea, as well as our responsibilities 
in Vietnam, 


—to meet price increases and the cost of activating and deploying 

reserve forces, 

—to replace helicopters and provide the other military supplies we 

need, 
all of these actions are going to require additional expenditures. 

The tentative estimate of those additional expenditures is $2.5 bil- 
lion in this fiscal year, and $2.6 billion in the next fiscal year. 

These projected increases in expenditures for our national security 
will bring into sharper focus the Nation’s need for immediate action: 
action to protect the prosperity of the American people and to protect the 
strength and the stability of our American dollar. 

On many occasions I have pointed out that, without a tax bill or 
decreased expenditures, next year’s deficit would again be around $20 
billion. I have emphasized the need to set strict priorities in our spending. 
I have stressed that failure to act and to act promptly and decisively 
would raise very strong doubts throughout the world about America’s 
willingness to keep its financial house in order. 

Yet Congress has not acted. And tonight we face the sharpest finan- 
cial threat in the postwar era—a threat to the dollar’s role as the keystone 
of international trade and finance in the world. 


Last week, at the monetary conference in Stockholm, the major 
industrial countries decided to take a big step toward creating a new 
international monetary asset that will strengthen the international mone- 
tary system. I am very proud of the very able work done by Secretary 
Fowler and Chairman Martin of the Federal Reserve Board. 
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But to make this system work the United States just must bring its 
balance of payments to—or very close to—equilibrium. We must have 
a responsible fiscal policy in this country. The passage of a tax bill now, 
together with expenditure control that the Congress may desire and dic- 
tate, is absolutely necessary to protect this Nation’s security, to continue 
our prosperity, and to meet the needs of our people. 

What is at stake is 7 years of unparalleled prosperity—in those 
7 years, the real income of the average American—after taxes—rose by 
almost 30 percent—a gain as large as that of the entire preceding 19 years. 

So the steps that we must take to convince the world are exactly 
the steps we must take to sustain our own economic strength here at home. 
In the past 8 months, prices and interest rates have risen because of our 
inaction. 

We must, therefore, now do everything we can to move from debate 
to action—from talking to voting. There is, I believe—I hope there is— 
in both Houses of the Congress—a growing sense of urgency that this 
situation just must be acted upon and must be corrected. 

My budget in January was, we thought, a tight one. It fully reflected 
our evaluation of most of the demanding needs of this Nation. 

But in these budgetary matters, the President does not decide alone. 
The Congress has the power and the duty to determine appropriations 
and taxes. 

The Congress is now considering our proposals and they are con- 
sidering reductions in the budget that we submitted. 

As part of a program of fiscal restraint that includes the tax sur- 
charge, I shall approve appropriate reductions in the January budget 
when and if Congress so decides that that should be done. 

One thing is unmistakably clear, however: Our deficit just must 
be reduced. Failure to act could bring on conditions that would strike 
hardest at those people that all of us are trying so hard to help. 

These times call for prudence in this land of plenty. I believe that 
we have the character to provide it, and tonight I plead with the Congress 
and with the people to act promptly to serve the national interest, and 
thereby serve all of our people. 

Now let me give you my estimate of the chances for peace: 

—the peace that will one day stop the bloodshed in South Vietnam, 

—that will permit all the Vietnamese people to rebuild and develop 

their land, 

—that will permit us to turn more fully to our own tasks here at 

home. 

I cannot promise that the initiative that I have announced tonight 
will be completely successful in achieving peace any more than the 30 
others that we have undertaken and agreed to in recent years. 

But it is our fervent hope that North Vietnam, after years of fight- 
ing that has left the issue unresolved, will now cease its efforts to achieve 
a military victory and will join with us in moving toward the peace table. 


And there may come a time when South Vietnamese—on both 
sides—are able to work out a way to settle their own differences by free 
political choice rather than by war. 

As Hanoi considers its course, it should be in no doubt of our inten- 


tions. It must not miscalculate the pressures within our democracy in 
this election year. 
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We have no intention of widening this war. 

But the United States will never accept a fake solution to this long 
and arduous struggle and call it peace. 

No one can foretell the precise terms of an eventual settlement. 

Our objective in South Vietnam has never been the annihilation of 
the enemy. It has been to bring about a recognition in Hanoi that its 
objective—taking over the South by force—could not be achieved. 

We think that peace can be based on the Geneva Accords of 1954— 
under political conditions that permit the South Vietnamese—all the 
South Vietnamese—to chart their course free of any outside domination 
or interference, from us or from anyone else. 

So tonight I reaffirm the pledge that we made at Manila—that we 
are prepared to withdraw our forces from South Vietnam as the other 
side withdraws its forces to the North, stops the infiltration, and the level 
of violence thus subsides. 

Our goal of peace and self-determination in Vietnam is directly 
related to the future of all of Southeast Asia—where much has happened 
to inspire confidence during the past 10 years. We have done all that we 
knew how to do to contribute and to help build that confidence. 

A number of its nations have shown what can be accomplished under 
conditions of security. Since 1966, Indonesia, the fifth largest nation in 
all the world, with a population of more than 100 million people, has had 
a government that is dedicated to peace with its neighbors and improved 
conditions for its own people. Political and economic cooperation between 
nations has grown rapidly. 

I think every American can take a great deal of pride in the role that 
we have played in bringing this about in Southeast Asia. We can rightly 
judge—as responsible Southeast Asians themselves do—that the progress 
of the past 3 years would have been far less likely—if not completely 
impossible—if America’s sons and others had not made their stand in 
Vietnam. 

At Johns Hopkins University, about 3 years ago, I announced that 
the United States would take part in the great work of developing South- 
east Asia, including the Mekong Valley—for all the people of that region. 
Our determination to help build a better land—a better land for men on 
both sides of the present conflict—has not diminished in the least. Indeed, 
the ravages of war, I think, have made it more urgent than ever. 


So, I repeat on behalf of the United States again tonight what I 
said at Johns Hopkins—that North Vietnam could take its place in this 
common effort just as soon as peace comes. 


Over time, a wider framework of peace and security in Southeast 
Asia may become possible. The new cooperation of the nations of the 
area could be a foundation-stone. Certainly friendship with the nations 
of such a Southeast Asia is what the United States seeks—and that is all 
that the United States seeks. 


One day, my fellow citizens, there will be peace in Southeast Asia. 

It will come because the people of Southeast Asia want it—those 
whose armies are at war tonight, and those who, though threatened, 
have thus far been spared. 

Peace will come because Asians were willing to work for it—and to 
sacrifice for it—and to die by the thousands for it. 
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But let it never be forgotten: Peace will come also because America 
sent her sons to help secure it. 

It has not been easy—far from it. During the past 41/4 years, it has 
been my fate and my responsibility to be Commander in Chief. I have 
| lived—daily and nightly—with the cost of this war. I know the pain 
that it has inflicted. I know, perhaps better than anyone, the misgivings 
| that it has aroused. 

Throughout this entire, long period, I have been sustained by a 
single principle: that what we are doing now, in Vietnam, is vital not 
only to the security of Southeast Asia, but it is vital to the security of 
every American. 

Surely we have treaties which we must respect. Surely we have com- 
mitments that we are going to keep. Resolutions of the Congress testify 
to the need to resist aggression in the world and in Southeast Asia. 

But the heart of our involvement in South Vietnam—under three 
different Presidents, three separate administrations—has always been 
America’s own security. 

And the larger purpose of our involvement has always been to help 
the nations of Southeast Asia become independent and stand alone, self- 
sustaining as members of a great world community—at peace with them- 
selves, and at peace with all others. 

With such an Asia, our country—and the world—will be far more 
secure than it is tonight. 

I believe that a peaceful Asia is far nearer to reality because of what 
America has done in Vietnam. I believe that the men who endure the 
dangers of battle—fighting there for us tonight—are helping the entire 
world avoid far greater conflicts, far wider wars, far more destruction, 
than this one. 

The peace that will bring them home someday will come. Tonight 
I have offered the first in what I hope will be a series of mutual moves 
toward peace. 

I pray that it will not be rejected by the leaders of North Vietnam. 
I pray that they will accept it as a means by which the sacrifices of their 
own people may be ended. And I ask your help and your support, my 
fellow citizens, for this effort to reach across the battlefield toward an 
early peace. 

Finally, my fellow Americans, let me say this: 

Of those to whom much is given, much is asked. I cannot say and 
no man could say that no more will be asked of us. 

Yet, I believe that now, no less than when the decade began, this 
generation of Americans is willing to “pay any price, bear any burden, 
meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the sur- 
| vival and the success of liberty.” 
| Since those words were spoken by John F. Kennedy, the people of 
America have kept that compact with mankind’s noblest cause. 

And we shall continue to keep it. 


Yet, I believe that we must always be mindful of this one thing. 
whatever the trials and the tests ahead. The ultimate strength of our 
country and our cause will lie not in powerful weapons or infinite resources 
or boundless wealth, but will lie in the unity of our people. 


This I believe very deeply. 
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Throughout my entire public career I have followed the personal 
philosophy that I am a free man, an American, a public servant, and a 
member of my party, in that order always and only. 

For 37 years in the service of our Nation, first as a Congressman, as 
a Senator, and as Vice President, and now as your President, I have put 
the unity of the people first. I have put it ahead of any divisive 
partisanship. 

And in these times as in times before, it is true that a house divided 
against itself by the spirit of faction, of party, of region, of religion, of 
race, is a house that cannot stand. 

There is division in the American house now. There is divisiveness 
among us all tonight. And holding the trust that is mine, as President of 
all the people, I cannot disregard the peril to the progress of the Ameri- 
can people and the hope and the prospect of peace for all peoples. 

So, I would ask all Americans, whatever their personal interests or 
concern, to guard against divisiveness and all its ugly consequences. 

Fifty-two months and ten days ago, in a moment of tragedy and 
trauma, the duties of this office fell upon me. I asked then for your help 
and God’s, that we might continue America on its course, binding up 
our wounds, healing our history, moving forward in new unity, to clear 
the American agenda and to keep the American commitment for all of 
our people. 

United we have kept that commitment. United we have enlarged 
that commitment. 

Through all time to come, I think America will be a stronger na- 
tion, a more just society, and a land of greater opportunity and fulfill- 
ment because of what we have all done together in these years of un- 
paralleled achievement. 

Our reward will come in the life of freedom, peace, and hope that 
our children will enjoy through ages ahead. 

What we won when all of our people united just must not now be 
lost in suspicion, distrust, selfishness, and politics among any of our 
people. 

Believing this as I do, I have concluded that I should not permit the 
Presidency to become involved in the partisan divisions that are develop- 
ing in this political year. 

With America’s sons in the fields faraway, with America’s future 
under challenge right here at home, with our hopes and the world’s hopes 
for peace in the balance every day, I do not believe that I should devote 
an hour or a day of my time to any personal partisan causes or to any 
duties other than the awesome duties of this office—the Presidency of 
your country. 


Accordingly, I shall not seek, and I will not accept, the nomination 
of my party for another term as your President. 

But let men everywhere know, however, that a strong, a confident, 
and a vigilant America stands ready tonight to seek an honorable peace— 
and stands ready tonight to defend an honored cause—whatever the 
price, whatever the burden, whatever the sacrifice that duty may 
require. 

Thank you for listening. 

Good night and God bless’ all of you. 


NoTE: The President spoke at 9 p.m. in his office at the White House. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S 
NEWS CONFERENCE OF 
MARCH 31, 1968 


Following His Announcement of His Decision Not To 
Seek Nor To Accept Renomination for the Presidency 


Q. How irrevocable is your decision? 

Tue PresipenT. It is just as irrevocable as the state- 
ment says—completely irrevocable. You just take the 
statement and read it. There were no shalls, no woulds, 
no buts; I just made it “will.” 

Q. Can you describe the processes that led you to this 
decision; how long ago it started, what the factors were? 

Tue Present. I don’t have any calendar on it. I 
spent some time considering it. I guess perhaps the turn- 
ing point was probably last November when General 
Westmoreland was back here. But it wasn’t anything defi- 
nite or firm at that point. 

Q. Why was it when Westmoreland was back here? 

Tue Preswent. That just happened to be the time. 

Q. Mr. President, now that you have made this an- 
nouncement, how do you feel? 

Tue Present. I feel as good as a fellow could feel 
who has gone through what I have gone through today. 
I think I feel pretty good. 

Q. Do you have a candidate for the Democratic 
nomination? 

Tue PresipenT. No. I made that clear, how I felt 
about that. You all get the speech and read it; all these 
questions will be answered for you. 

Q. Mr. President, how about the why—why was it last 
year you began thinking in these terms? I am sure there 
are some personal considerations in here. I remember 
your saying as much as 2 years ago, I think you told Ray 
Scherer not to regard you as such an automatic man, that 
the life back at the ranch and the university appealed to 
you. Was this part of what went into your decision? 

THE PresivenT. No. I tried to explain that in about 
590 words tonight. 

Q. I wondered about other considerations, other than 
the campaign. 

THE Preswent. Well, I wouldn’t say that I pointed 
to every consideration, but I think that basically it is just 
as I stated it. 


Q. Mr. President, was there anything other than 
General Westmoreland’s visit last November that goes into 
this decision? 

Tue Presiwent. No. His visit didn’t bring it about 
at all. I just said that was the point that I remember iden- 
tifying when I really turned that corner. I talked to him 
about it and that is why I remembered the date. 


Q. Did you tell the Vice President this morning about 
the decision? 


Tue Preswent. Yes. I didn’t tell him that I was 
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going to state this tonight, but I discussed it with him— 
and have discussed it with him a number of times. 

Q. Mr. President, what do you think will be the situ- 
ation of the Democratic Party now that you have made 
this announcement? 

THE PRESIDENT. I don’t know. 

Q. Did Senator Kennedy’s entry into the race have 
anything to do with the timing of your announcement? 

THE Present. Well, it added to the general situ- 
ation I talked about that existed in the country. 

Q. Mr. President, will you support any nominee of 
the Democratic Party? 

THE PRESIDENT. I am not going to spend much of my 
time on partisan politics between now and then. When 
the time comes to take an active part, I will make my 
announcement. But I don’t want to get into that now. 

I tried to make it clear that I don’t want to mix up the 
Presidency and party politics when we have a half million 
men out there who are willing to give their lives in order 
to protect us back here. I want to try to get all the people 
in this country to support us to the extent I can. 

Therefore, as I said tonight, I am not going to spend an 
hour on it or a day on it. 

However, I will vote like every good American ought 
to vote. If there is anything that I think I should say con- 
cerning my own personal affairs, I will be glad to say it 
at the proper time—but I will have to select that time. 

Q. Mr. President, is it your hope that removing the 
personal and political factor from this situation would 
put you in a better position to bring about a peaceful 
settlement? 

Tue Presiwent. I would hope that by what I did to- 
night that we can concentrate more of our energies and 
efforts on trying to bring about peace in the world and 
we will have a better chance to do it. 

Q. Mr. President, are you now ready still to go any- 
time, anyplace, anywhere for peace? 

THE PresipENT. We said that tonight. 

Q. Have you had any kind of response yet, Mr. Presi- 
dent, from any foreign capitals? 

THE PResIDENT. Yes. 

Q. Where? 

Q. Good response? 

THe Present. Yes. 

Q. What response? 

Tue PresipeNnt. Well, I am not going to get into that. 

Q. Mr. President, you have done more for our coun- 
try than a number of people—whether it is education, 
housing, et cetera; more than any other President. 

Tue Present. I have not done near enough. That is 
one of the reasons for the announcement tonight. I want 
to doa lot more these next 9 months. 

Q. Why don’t you stay on, since you have not done as 
much 

Tue PresipenT. I have 9 months to do what I am 
going to try to do. I hope, by the end of that time, I will 
have contributed my part and done my duty. But I have 
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several months yet to do it. And I am going to spend all 
the time I can trying to get the big job done. 

Q. With these fundraising dinners that are coming up, 
does that mean, sir, that you will not participate—like the 
one in Washington Thursday night? 

Tue Presipent. I don’t know what my schedule will 
be Thursday. I want to do anything that I can to see that 
first things come first. I feel that the most important thing 
for us right now, that I have this week, is some of the 
efforts I launched tonight. 

I just don’t know what I will be doing on these dates. 

Q. Mr. President, there are many men around the 
country, like Governor Hughes and Mayor Daley, who 
supported your candidacy for reelection. Did you convey 
your thoughts to them of this decision then, before you 
made it on television tonight? Or did they learn about it 
as everybody else did? 

THe Present. No. I had not talked to them. I 
talked to some folks after the speech tonight. I have not 
personally talked to them. 

Q. Mr. President, could you say whether the way was 
prepared for this step of deescalation that you have taken, 
by diplomacy? 

Tue Presipent. I am not sure I understand what you 
are saying. 

Q. Well, you said you had no assurance that Hanoi 
would accept your suggestions of tonight. I was wonder- 
ing if you could say whether or not the way had been pre- 
pared, however, perhaps by third parties or by other forms 
of negotiation for presentation at this time? 

THe Presment. No, I would not have anything to 
say about that. 

Q. You would not want to say, for example, whether 
you have discussed 

THE PresiventT. I said I wouldn’t have anything to 
say about that. 

Q. Mr. President, you said your decision is irrevocable. 
If this peacemaking initiative is successful, do you fore- 
see a situation where you could be under great pressure 
to run again? 

Tue Preswent. No, I cannot. My statement speaks 
for itself and is very clear. I don’t see any reason why we 
ought to have these high school discussions about it. I 
am genuinely sincere in what I said. There wasn’t any 
reason that caused me to say it except I felt that it was the 
thing that I ought to do in the interest of my country 
and in the interest of the people who had so much at 
stake. 

I don’t feel very good about asking half a million men 
to stand out there and defend us, and offer their lives and 
die for us, and for me not to do everything I can to put 
myself in a position to do a job as successfully as they do 
theirs. 

I think that if I do not have the aura of a political 
campaign around me and I am not out trying to win a 
primary or a State convention or please some party 
leader, that my efforts might be a little more fruitful. 
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I have never been a deep partisan, some of you have 
referred to some of my actions as consensus. I do think 
now is the time—f it is at all possible to do so—to try to 
remove yourself from any selfish actions and try to turn 
in as good a result as the men out there are turning in. 

So, as I have told you before—we have priorities and 
this is the top priority. 

Q. Sir, then you are sacrificing yourself. 

THE PreswenT. No, no, I am not sacrificing anything. 
I am just doing what I think is right, what I think is best 
calculated to permit me to render the maximum service 
possible, in the limited time that I have left. 

Q. Can you amplify on these rather important meet- 
ings you hope to have this week? 

Tue Preswent. This gentleman standing up there 
with the blue tie on will be involved in some of them— 


and you can just guess what will be the general subject 
matter. 


Q. Who is he? 

THE PRESIDENT. The Secretary of Defense. That ques- 
tion was from Miss Thomas. [Laughter] 

Q. Sir, maybe somebody asked you this before I got 
here. But Senator Jackson raised tonight the question of 
continuity here. You will stay in office until January? 

THE PRESIDENT. That is my plan, God willing. 

Q. And you do not feel under these circumstances you 
will provide the country 

Is Mr. Humphrey coming back to the country right 
away? 

THE PresweNntT. I am not sure. I would think 
tomorrow. 

Q. Mr. President, Mr. Christian said earlier that 
Horace Busby and then, during these months of decision- 
making, that Mr. Clifford knew when he was appointed 
Secretary of Defense that you might be leaving. 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Q. He did? 

THE Present. He did not know that I would not be 
a candidate, but he did not know that I would be. 

Q. What role did Mrs. Johnson play in your decision? 

THE PresipENT. The same role she plays in every de- 
cision I make—a very important one. 

Q. Did Governor Connally know? 

THE PRESIDENT. Yes. 

Q. Has he known it for a good while? 

Tue Preswent. No, he did not know until tonight 
that I was going to say what I said tonight—but he knew 
before he announced that he was not going to run for 
Governor that there was a strong possibility that I would 
not run for President. He told me that he would like to 
consider that in his decision; if I thought that I was 
going to run and it was important that he run, he would 
like to consider it. 

I told him no, that I felt that I was not sure what 
my plans were and if he felt like he did not want to run, 
that would be all right with me. 
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So, I think that he understood. I talked to very few 
people about this. I discussed it with Mr. Clifford. I dis- 
cussed it with Mr. McNamara before he left—in fact, I 
guess, last August—about the possibility. 

I discussed it with Secretary Rusk, Governor Con- 
nally, and I have talked with Mr. Busby about it and 
some of the staff members—Mr. Christian. 

But generally speaking, I have asked the people who 
I have great confidence in—both in their judgment and 
in their ability—to counsel with me in private, and sev- 
eral members of my family and my very close official 
family. 

Q. Mr. President, you may have answered this before I 
got here-—but, is your health all right? 

THe Presiwenr. Perfect. Never better. 

Q. Sir, there is a very delicate question that comes up 
here, and I don’t have anyone to ask it of but you, and 
you are the only one who has the answer, and Mr. 
Clifford. 

THE Present. You ought to be in the habit of ask- 
ing delicate questions; go ahead. 

Q. But sir, what effect do you think this will have 
on the troops in the field tonight? 

Tue Presipent. I think they will understand what I 
have done and the reasons for it. I would hope they will 
appreciate the value—if any—that flows from it. I think 
they will. I discussed that with General Westmoreland 
and asked him what effect he thought it would have when 
he was here in November. 

Q. Mr. President, do you care to discuss what your 
plans might be after January? 

THE Present. No. I have no immediate plans. 

Q. Do you intend, for instance, to return to Texas? 

Tue PresivenT. I said I don’t have any immediate 
plans. 

Q. Sir, what effect will this have on the dollar, do you 
think? 

THE PresipenT. Well, I hope that what I said tonight 
will strengthen it. 

Q. Mr. President, will you ask your Cabinet aides and 
others also not to spend any particular amount of time on 
the campaign? 

Tue PresiwenT. No. I have not asked them to spend 
or not to spend any time. The Secretary of State and the 
Secretary of Defense, who are the principal Cabinet 
officers involved in Vietnam, do not engage in partisan 
political activities, although that is just a matter of their 
choice. They are perfectly free to do so because individ- 
uals, like institutions, have the right of dissent. They have 
the right to answer and defend and advocate and so forth 
in this country. 

But it has been generally the practice of the Secretary of 
State and the Secretary of Defense, under my administra- 
tion, to try to avoid being involved in deep partisan mat- 
ters. I think they have been reasonably successful in that. 
That is not to say that they would not attend a public 
meeting and speak on Vietnam. I don’t want them to ever 
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be intimidated because somebody might say that a Cabi- 
net officer is traveling out of town at Government ex- 
pense and $48 is paid by the Government—and try to 
hush him up that way. 

Just as we invite people to express their views, who 
may differ with us, we reserve that same privilege for our 
own people. 

Q. Mr. President, do you plan to go to the Democratic 
Convention? 

Tue PresiventT. I have no plans at this time one way 
or the other. 

Q. Would you like to be a member of the Texas dele- 
gation to the convention? 

THE PresIvENT. No. 

Q. Mr. President, perhaps one other question that we 
could ask you: the historical record shows that when peo- 
ple are known to be leaving seats of power, they some- 
times suffer a diminution of influence. Do you anticipate 
any difficulty along that line and had you put this into 
your calculation of the timing of your announcement? 

THE Present. Yes. It was, I guess, 16 years ago 
this week that President Truman made a similar an- 
nouncement, March 29, 1952. This is March 31. But you 
were not at my meeting March 29, so I had to wait 
because I didn’t want you to be scooped. I had a press 
meeting yesterday or the day before, but I thought it 
would be better to wait until all of you could be here. 

Q. Mr. President, by any chance, did you discuss this 
before tonight with President Truman? 

Tue Presivent. I think the answer would be no to 
this particular event tonight. I have discussed with him 
the problems of the Presidency and the service of the 
Presidency and things of that nature, but if you asked 
me, did I talk to him about announcing that I would 
not be a candidate, and I would not accept the nomina- 
tion—the answer is no. 

Q. Mr. President, can you tell us anything about the 
reaction within your family? 

Tue Preswent. Oh, I think that it is a mixed reaction. 
I can’t really speak for them. You are running pretty 
dangerous when you speak for women, but I think they 
all go along with the decision I made. Lynda has not been 
here and she wasn’t sure that it was as imminent as it was, 
but she came in at about 6:30 or 7 o’clock this morning. 
Her mother and I met her. We wanted to be at the door 
when she came back. 

So, we discussed it back and forth a good deal of the 
day. She had ridden all night and she slept part of the day. 

I took time out with Luci to go to church with her 
while Lynda slept. 

Q. Mr. President, is it fair to interpret what you said 
tonight and in fact everything that you are doing as really 
a plea to all the candidates and all parties to just leave 
this war out of their campaign? 

Tue Preswent. No. You just take my script, that is 
the safest thing for you to follow. I just gave my own 
views, briefly and succinctly as I knew how. I hope it was 
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all right and I would hope that you thought it was the 
best thing to do, at least, I did. 

Q. Mr. President, did you get any calls asking you 
to reconsider? 

Tue Preswent. Yes. We have had a good many calls. 
I won’t go into the content of them. 

Q. Sir, does this mean that in the months ahead 

Tue Presiwent. I don’t want to hold an individual 
press conference now with you, Sarah. You have had your 
share of questions. Get one more and let’s go on. 





Q. Does this mean in the months ahead that you are 
going to devote the main part of your time on getting 
peace and does it mean that you will also be still working 
to bolster your domestic programs or not? 

THE PresIDENT. It means I am going to work on all 
of the problems of the country. High on that list of prob- 
lems, of course, and a thing that concerns most of us, is an 
early peace, if it could be found. There are many other 
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problems, though, that require attention every day. We 
hope we will not neglect any of them. 

I think maybe we will go out and take a trip tomorrow, 
but I am not positive, so I can’t announce it tonight. If 
any of you want to go with me, you might want to check 
in early in the morning. If we make a decision to go I 
won’t know until I have a meeting a little later in the 
evening. 

Mr. Christian or Tom will notify you. The best thing 
for you to do is go home and get some sleep and get 
comfortable and be ready early in the morning in case we 
go, if you want to go. If you don’t, why we can get by 
without you. 

Q. Why don’t you go get some sleep, too. 

Merriman Smith (UPI). Mr. President, thank you 
very much. 


NOTE: President Johnson’s one hundred and twenty-second news con- 
ference was held in the Yellow Oval Room at the White House 
at 11 p.m. on Sunday, March 31, 1968. 





NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
BROADCASTERS 


The President’s Remarks to the Broadcasters Meeting in Chicago. April 1, 1968 


Mayor Daley, Mr. Wasilewski, ladies and gentlemen: 

Some of you might have thought from what I said last night that I 
had been taking elocution lessons from Lowell Thomas. One of my aides 
said this morning: “Things are really getting confused around Washing- 


ton, Mr. President.” 
I said, “How is that?” 


He said, “It looks to me like you are going to the wrong convention 


in Chicago.” 


I said, “Well, what you all forgot was that it is April Fool.” 
Once again we are entering the period of national festivity which 





Henry Adams called “the dance of democracy.” At its best, that can be 
a time of debate and enlightenment. At its worst, it can be a period of 
frenzy. But always it is a time when emotion threatens to substitute for 
reason. Yet the basic hope of a democracy is that somehow—amid all 
the frenzy and all the emotion—in the end, reason will prevail. Reason 
just must prevail—if democracy itself is to survive. 

As I said last evening, there are very deep and very emotional di- 
visions in this land that we love today—domestic divisions, divisions over 
the war in Vietnam. With all of my heart, I just wish this were not so. My 
entire career in public life—some 37 years of it—has been devoted to the 
art of finding an area of agreement because generally speaking, I have 
observed that there are so many more things to unite us Americans than 
there are to divide us. 

But somehow or other, we have a facility sometimes of emphasiz- 
ing the divisions and the things that divide us instead of discussing the 
things that unite us. Sometimes I have been called a seeker of “con- 
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sensus’’—more often that has been criticism of my actions instead of 
praise of them. But I have never denied it. Because to heal and to build 
support, to hold people together, is something I think is worthy and I 
believe it is a noble task. It is certainly a challenge for all of us in this land 
and this world where there is restlessness and uncertainty and danger. In 
my region of the country where I have spent my life, where brother was 
once divided against brother, my heritage has burned this lesson and it 
has burned it deep in my memory. 

Yet along the way I learned somewhere that no leader can pursue 
public tranquility as his first and only goal. For a President to buy public 
popularity at the sacrifice of his better judgment is too dear a price to pay. 
This Nation cannot afford such a price, and this Nation cannot long 
afford such a leader. 

So, the things that divide our country this morning will be discussed 
throughout the land. I am certain that the very great majority of informed 
Americans will act, as they have always acted, to do what is best for their 
country and what serves the national interest. 

But the real problem of informing the people is still with us. I think 
I can speak with some authority about the problem of communication. I 
understand, far better than some of my severe and perhaps intolerant 
critics would admit, my own shortcomings as a communicator. 

How does a public leader find just the right word or the right way to 
say no more or no less than he means to say—bearing in mind that any- 
thing he says may topple governments and may involve the lives of inno- 
cent men? 

How does that leader speak the right phrase, in the right way, under 
the right conditions, to suit the accuracies and contingencies of the 
moment when he is discussing questions of policy, so that he does not stir 
a thousand misinterpretations and leave the wrong connotation or 
impression? 

How does he reach the immediate audienee and how does he com- 
municate with the millions of others who are out there listening from afar? 

The President, who must call his people and summon them to meet 
their responsibilities as citizens in a hard and an enduring war, often 
ponders these questions and searches for the right course. 

You men and women who are masters of the broadcast media surely 
must know what I am talking about. It was a long time ago when a Pres- 
ident once said: “The printing press is the most powerful weapon with 
which man has ever armed himself.” In our age, the electronic media 
have added immeasurably to man’s power. You have within your hands 
the means to make our Nation as intimate and as informed as a New 
England town meeting. 

Yet the use of broadcasting has not cleared away all of the problems 
that we still have of communications. In some ways, I think, sometimes it 
has complicated them, because it tends to put the leader in a time cap- 
sule. It requires him often to abbreviate what he has to say. Too often, 
it may catch a random phrase from his rather lengthy discourse and 
project it as the whole story. 

How many men, I wonder, Mayor Daley, in public life have watched 
themselves on a TV newscast and then been tempted to exclaim: “Can 
that really be me?” 

Well, there is no denying it: You of the broadcast industry have 
enormous power in your hands. You have the power to clarify and you 
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have the power to confuse. Men in public life cannot remotely rival your 
opportunity—day after day, night after night, hour after hour on the 
hour—and the half hour, sometimes—you shape the Nation’s dialogue. 

The words that you choose, hopefully always accurate, and hope- 
fully always just, are the words that are carried out for all of the people 
to hear. 

The commentary that you provide can give the real meaning to the 
issues of the day or it can distort them beyond all meaning. By your stand- 
ards of what is news, you can cultivate wisdom—or you can nurture mis- 
guided passion. 

Your commentary carries an added element of uncertainty. Unlike 
the printed media, television writes on the wind. There is no accumulated 
record which the historian can examine later with a 20-20 vision of hind- 
sight, asking these questions: “How fair was he tonight? How impartial 
was he today? How honest was he all along?” 

Well, I hope the National Association of Broadcasters, with whom 
I have had a pleasant association for many years, will point the way to 
all of us in developing this kind of a record because history is going to be 
asking very hard questions about our times and the period through which 
we are passing. 

I think that we all owe it to history to complete the record. 

But I did not come here this morning to sermonize. In matters of 
fairness and judgment, no law or no set of regulations and no words of 
mine can improve you or dictate your daily responsibility. 

All I mean to do, and what I am trying to do, is to remind you where 
there is great power, there must also be great responsibility. This is true 
for broadcasters just as it is true for Presidents—and seekers for the 
Presidency. 

What we say and what we do now will shape the kind of a world 
that we pass along to our children and our grandchildren. I keep this 
thought constantly in my mind during the long days and the somewhat 
longer nights when crisis comes at home and abroad. 

I took a little of your prime time last night. I would not have done 
that except for a very prime purpose. 


I reported on the prospects for peace in Vietnam. I announced that 
the United States is taking a very important unilateral act of deescala- 
tion which could—and I fervently pray will—lead to mutual moves to 
reduce the level of violence and to deescalate the war. 

As I said in my office last evening, waiting to speak, I thought of the 
many times each week when television brings the war into the American 
home. 


No one can say exactly what effect those vivid scenes have on Amer- 
ican opinion. Historians must only guess at the effect that television would 
have had during earlier conflicts on the future of this Nation: 

—during the Korean war, for example, at that time when our forces 
were pushed back there to Pusan; 

—or World War II, the Battle of the Bulge, or when our men were 
slugging it out in Europe or when most of our Air Force was shot 
down that day in June 1942 off Australia. 

But last night television was being used to carry a different mes- 
sage. It was a message of peace. It occurred to me that the medium may 
be somewhat better suited to conveying the actions of conflict than to 
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dramatizing the words that the leaders use in trying and hoping to end 
the conflict. 

Certainly, it is more “dramatic” to show policemen and rioters 
) locked in combat—than to show men trying to cooperate with one another. 
| The face of hatred and of bigotry comes through much more 
clearly—no matter what its color. The face of tolerance, I seem to find, 
is rarely “newsworthy.” 

Progress—whether it is a man being trained for a job or millions 
being trained or whether it is a child in Head Start learning to read or 
an older person of 72 in adult education or being cared for in Medicare— 
rarely makes the news, although more than 20 million of them are affected 
by it. 

Perhaps this is because tolerance and progress are not dynamic 
events—such as riots and conflicts are events. 

Peace, in the news sense, is a “condition.” War is an “event.” 

Part of your responsibility is simply to understand the consequences 
of that fact—the consequences of your own acts, and part of that respon- 
sibility, I think, is to try—as very best we all can—to draw the attention 
of our people to the real business of society in our system—finding and 
securing peace in the world—at home and abroad. For all that you have 
done and that you are doing and that you will do to this end, I thank you 
and I commend you. 

I pray that the message of peace that I tried so hard to convey last 
night will be accepted in good faith by the leaders of North Vietnam. 

I pray that one time soon, the evening news show will have—not 
another battle in the scarred hills of Vietnam—-but will show men enter- 
ing a room to talk about peace. 

That is the event that I think the American people are yearning and 
longing to see. 

President Thieu of Vietnam and his government are now engaged in 
very urgent political and economic tasks which I referred to last night— 
and which we regard as very constructive and hopeful. We hope the 
Government of South Vietnam makes great progress in the days ahead. 

But some time in the weeks ahead—immediately, I hope—President 
Thieu will be in a position to accept my invitation to visit the United 
States so he can come here and see our people too, and together we can 

strengthen and improve our plans to advance the day of peace. 

I pray that you and that every American will take to heart my plea 
that we guard against divisiveness. We have won too much, we have 
come too far, and we have opened too many doors of opportunity, for 
these things now to be lost in a divided country where brother is separated 
from brother. For the time that is allotted me, I shall do everything in 
one man’s power to hasten the day when the world is at peace and Amer- 

icans of all races—and all creeds—of all convictions—can live together— 
without fear or without suspicion or without distrust—in unity, and in 
common purpose. 

United we are strong; divided we are in great danger. 

In speaking as I did to the Nation last night, I was moved by the 
very deep convictions that I entertain about the nature of the office that 
it is my present privilege to hold. The office of the Presidency is the only 
office in this land of all the people. Whatever may be the personal wishes 
or preferences of any man who holds it, a President of all the people can 
afford no thought of self. 
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At no time and in no way and for no reason can a President allow the 
integrity or the responsibility or the freedom of the office ever to be com- 
promised or diluted or destroyed because when you destroy it, you destroy 
yourselves. 

I hope and I pray that by not allowing the Presidency to be involved 
in divisions and deep partisanship, I shall be able to pass on to my suc- 
cessor a stronger office—strong enough to guard and defend all the people 
against all the storms that the future may bring us. 

You men and women who have come here to this great progressive 
city of Chicago, lead by this dynamic and great public servant, Dick 
Daley, are yourselves charged with a peculiar responsibility. You are 
yourselves trustees, legally accepted trustees and legally selected trustees 
of a great institution on which the freedom of our land utterly depends. 

The security, the success of our country, what happens to us tomor- 
row—rests squarely upon the media which disseminate the truth on 
which the decisions of democracy are made. 

An informed mind—and we get a great deal of our information from 
you—is the guardian genius of democracy. 

So, you are the keepers of a trust. You must be just. You must guard 
and you must defend your media against the spirit of faction, against 
the works of divisiveness and bigotry, against the corrupting evils of parti- 
sanship in any guise. 

For America’s press, as for the American Presidency, the integrity 
and the responsibility and the freedom—the freedom to know the truth 
and let the truth make us free—must never be compromised or diluted or 
destroyed. 

The defense of our media is your responsibility. Government cannot 
and must not and never will—as long as I have anything to do about it— 
intervene in that role. 

But I do want to leave this thought with you as I leave you this morn- 
ing: I hope that you will give this trust your closest care, acting as I know 
you can, to guard not only against the obvious, but to watch for the hid- 
den—the sometimes unintentional, the often petty intrusions upon the 
integrity of the information by which Americans decide. 

Men and women of the airways fully—as much as men and women 
of public service—have a public trust and if liberty is to survive and to 
succeed, that solemn trust must be faithfully kept. I do not want—and I 
don’t think you want—to wake up some morning and find America 
changed because we slept when we should have been awake, because we 
remained silent when we should have spoken up, because we went along 
with what was popular and fashionable, and “in” rather than what was 
necessary and what was right. 

Being faithful to our trust ought to be the prime test of any public 
trustee in office or on the airways. 

In any society, all you students of history know that a time of division 
is a time of danger. And in these times now we must never forget that 
“eternal vigilance is the price of liberty.” 

Thank you for wanting me to come. I’ve enjoyed it. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 11 ‘am., c.s.t., at the Association’s 46th annual 


convention at the Conrad Hilton Hotel, Chicago, Il]. The speech was broadcast 
nationally. 
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Appalachian Regional Commission 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Commission’s Annual Report. April 2, 1968 


To the Congress of the United States: 


I am pleased to transmit to the Congress the Second 
Annual Report of the Appalachian Regional Commis- 
sion, for fiscal year 1967. 

This report marks the end of the second year of the 
Federal-State effort to lift the 18 million people in Appa- 
lachia up to economic parity with the rest of America. 

The Congress has already expressed its confidence in 
the program by revising and extending it for another two 
years. More than $300 million have been obligated for 
programs which will help the people of Appalachia on 
their way to self-sufficiency. 

The framework of the program is commendable in 
itself. Federal, State, and local authorities have been 
working together, recognizing that need does not re- 
spect State lines, and poverty does not stop at the 
boundaries which separate communities. 

This report shows proof, I believe, that such a partner- 
ship—seeking common solutions to common problems— 
can work to rebuild a segment of America, to provide its 
citizens with a chance to share in America’s plenty. 

Our ultimate goal is to assist Appalachia to attract and 
hold public and private investments—the cornerstones 
on which economic well-being is built. 

We have not yet achieved that goal, but in two years 
we have made a strong beginning. 

One of our first aims was to unify Appalachia inter- 
nally—and to make it accessible to the affluent nation out- 
side. Had it remained an enclave of poverty, it would 
have withered and died. 

As the report testifies, we made substantial progress in 
Fiscal 1967 on the Appalachian Development Highway 
System. 

Highways that today are lines on the planner’s map 
will tomorrow be asphalt bonds to the rest of America. 
We are providing access to opportunity. 

For a region to survive, its people must be healthy, its 
children educated, and its land productive. 

Among the programs approved for construction in 
Fiscal 1967 were: 

—100 facilities for vocational and higher education 

—75 for health care 

—27 libraries 

—37 facilities to combat water pollution 

—And 20 projects to restore ravaged mine areas. 

On December 28, I signed an executive order which 
will increase the strength and efficiency of our partner- 
ship for regional economic development. 
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Under this order, the Secretary of Commerce will 
provide effective liaison between the Federal Government 
and our six regional commissions. 

He will also become the chairman of a Federal Ad- 
visory Council on Regional Economic Development. This 
council will help him coordinate the activities of the Fed- 
eral Government in the six regions. 

By placing this authority in the hands of the Secretary 
of Commerce, I intend to encourage the private and busi- 
ness resources of our country to take a hand in these 
regional ventures. 

Our work has just begun. I am confident that future 
reports will justify the faith we have placed in this 
program. 

Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 

April 2, 1968 

NOTE: The report entitled “The Appalachian Regional Commis- 


sion, Annual Report, 1967,” (92 pp.) was made available with 
the release. 


Agriculture Cost Reduction Program 


The President’s Remarks at an Awards Ceremony at the 
Department of Agriculture. April 2, 1968 


Secretary Freeman, award winners, members of the 
Department of Agriculture: 


I am pleased that a few days ago you asked me to come 
over here and be with you on this occasion. 
I am pleased for several reasons. 


I am especially pleased now that I am going to have 
more time to spend on the farm, that I could have a little 
closer contact with the people who do so much to try to 
make life better for our farmers. 


This Department is one of my favorite departments 
in the Government. It is manned by the most dedicated 
people. For 37 years I have been coming here, talking to 
you about the problems of forgotten people. In the 
hurly-burly of the 20th century, I sometimes think that 
the people who need our help the most really get the least. 
Those are the farmers of this country. . 

Things are so unjust for them in many ways—weather, 
insects, labor, price, inconveniences, remoteness, roads, 
communications—that most of them are leaving and 
coming into the cities and creating problems for us. 

That is also a problem for every Secretary of Agricul- 
ture we have. That is a problem for all the people who 
work here. 


I expect, generally speaking, the Secretary of Agri- 
culture has been the most unpopular man in the Cabinet, 
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among the people that he tries to do the most for. That 
is to be expected sometimes. You will remember Senator 
Barkley’s old story, “What have you done for me 
lately?” 

A lot of people who have had injustice visited upon 
them, if you haven’t done something good lately—they 
think you are to blame for it. 


So the Secretary and the Department—they call them 
bureaucrats—are to blame for it. 

But I believe that this Department is manned by the 
most patriotic, most selfless, most dedicated people I 
know in Government. I have watched it very closely. 

I know it is headed by one of the greatest public serv- 
ants I have ever known. 

When I came into the Government as President, I 
was told by some of my accounting and economic ex- 
perts that there were three outstanding, great adminis- 
trators in Government who could head any big corpora- 
tion in this country. They listed those three. I was 
shocked that Orville Freeman was one of the three. They 
said he was one of the best administrators in Government. 

The other two they named—there was no reflection on 
anyone else—were Mr. Webb, who had been Director 
of the Budget and who was running a pretty big opera- 
tion, and Mr. McNamara, who was Secretary of 
Defense. 

So I watched their budgets, their employees, their 
efficiencies, and their programs. I came to believe that 
from what I learned from them myself. I thought it was 
accurate. 

My budget experts through the years have maintained 
that position. 

That is not possible without your help. Secretary Free- 
man couldn’t do these things and couldn’t have that repu- 
tation. This Department couldn’t—that is, except for the 
people from the highest to the lowest who are working 
every day for efficiency, for cost effectiveness. 

I am pleased to look at the charts over there and see 
that, since 1965, you have withheld from expenditure 
over $1 billion that you have saved for the taxpayers of 
this country. That is a good record. That is one I am very 
proud of. I hope that each of you are proud of it. 

Another thing that I think you know is close to my 
heart is trying to finance this Government and support 
our men at the fighting front. 

I have, on occasions, asked the people in the Govern- 
ment to try to think over their little budget—it is very 
small—but see if they couldn’t put in it somewhere a sav- 
ings bond where they could help the Government pay 


the bills of the war and some of the other expenses we 
have. 


During the other wars, we had thrift stamps, baby 
bonds, and things of that kind. 


In this one, we haven’t really twisted many arms or 


WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


appealed to people too strongly. But this Department has 
had an outstanding record. 

I don’t know whether you know it or not, but you have 
practically doubled a good record by doubling the amount 
of savings bonds you are already buying. More than 
60-odd thousand employees buy them every month. They 
take from their check and buy a bond to try to help those 
boys out there. 

I appreciate that because that shows you are on the 
team and that you want to help. 

I know there are a lot of Republicans in the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture. I know that from experience— 
from talking to them. 

I hope there are more Democrats because we always 
want to stay a little in the majority, if we can. 

But the thing I have observed most is: Regardless of 
your party affiliation, your dedication is to your country 
and to the industry that you serve. Your genuineness, your 
faithfulness, your dedication in coming here on time 
every morning and burning the lights at night to try to 
help the poor and the people who produce our food and 
feed the world and take less percentage of our dollar to- 
day than any time in our history, is not only a tribute 
to our Government and to our Secretary, but it is an 
indication of the kind of people you are. 

I am a Hereford breeder. I sell registered calves. I am 
going to have a lot of time to work on it pretty soon. 

But we look at bloodlines. We can look at the bloodline 
and pretty well tell the kind of calf we are going to get. 
When I look at the people who serve here, year in and 
year out, I pretty well know what kind of product we 
are going to have, and whether it is down at the home 
demonstration level, the girls showing us how to bottle 
our cucumbers, or can our peaches, or whether it is the 
county agent or the soil conservation man helping us with 
our terraces, or whether it is the county committee where 
we go to talk about our allotments—in every one of those 
places you will find good, honest, dedicated people, what- 
ever church they belong to, whatever party. 

That is something everybody in this Department can 
be proud of. 

There is one thing I have left out, though I have talked 
longer than I intended to. I have noticed a good many of 
you I have come in contact with, have your families in 
your job, too. I want to thank them for being on the 
team and helping the American farmer. 

We haven’t done as good a job as we ought to. If we 
had, the farmers wouldn’t be moving out and going to 


the cities. We have to find some way to help move them 
back. 


I am going to try to set a good example. I am going back 
myself. 


Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President spoke at 10:34 a.m. at the Department of 
Agriculture. 
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Communications Satellite Activities 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
the Annual Report on Activities and Accomplishments 
Under the Communications Satellite Act of 1962. 
April 2, 1968 


To the Congress of the United States: 


The Communications Satellite Act of 1962 requires 
that the President transmit to the Congress an annual re- 
port on the activities and accomplishments of the past 
year. 

This is the fifth annual report under this landmark 
legislation. It reflects, as did the others, steady progress 
toward the ultimate goal of providing mankind with new 
capabilities for worldwide communication. 

In the brief span of five years, satellite technology has 
grown dynamically. The possibilities envisioned in 1962 
have been greatly exceeded. 

Indeed, the rapid tempo of progress in telecommuni- 
cations has created challenging problems in the proper 
use and orderly expansion of this vital national resource. 
Last August 14, in a report to the Congress on our com- 
munications policies, I announced the creation of a task 
force to examine the course we should follow in the 
future. 

We know that we must provide the environment in 
which telecommunication can play its increasingly cru- 
cial role in the affairs of our nation, and provide bridges 
of understanding among all nations. 

The role of communications is not limited to com- 
mercial use. It must also provide a “network for knowl- 
edge” so that all peoples can share the scientific, edu- 
cational, and cultural advances of this planet. 

Failure to reach these goals can only contribute to 
apathy, ignorance, poverty and despair in a very large 
part of the world. Success in our telecommunications 
policies can be a critical link in our search for the under- 
standing and tolerance from which peace springs. 

Communication by satellite is a tool—one of the most 
promising which mankind has had thus far—to attain 
this end. 

We must use it wisely and well. 


Lynvon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 


April 2, 1968 


NOTE: The message was printed in the 11l-page report which 
is entitled “Annual Report on Activities and Accomplishments 
Under the Communications Satellite Act of 1962, January 1—De- 
cember 31, 1967.” 


The Communications Satellite Corporation made public its 
“Report to the President and the Congress for the Calendar Year 


1967” (47 pages) to coincide with the release of the President’s 
report. 
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United States Tariff Commission 


Announcement of Intention To Nominate 


Bernard Norwood asaMember. April 3, 1968 


President Johnson today announced his intention to 
nominate Bernard Norwood of New Jersey for appoint- 
ment as a member of the United States Tariff Commis- 
sion. Mr. Norwood will replace Commissioner Dan Fenn, 
who has resigned. If confirmed by the Senate, Mr. Nor- 
wood would serve the remainder of Mr. Fenn’s 6-year 
term, ending June 16, 1969. 

Mr. Norwood was Chairman of the Trade Staff Com- 
mittee in the Office of the Special Representative for 
Trade Negotiations from 1963-67 and is currently at- 
tending the National War College. 

Mr. Norwood, 45, was born in Boston, Mass. From 
1941-43 he was employed in a machine shop in New 
Brunswick, N.J., and in 1943 he served as vice president 
of Local 329 of the International Association of Ma- 
chinists. From 1943-46, Mr. Norwood served in the 
U.S. Army (infantry) in Europe. 

In 1947 he received his bachelor’s degree from Boston 
University, and he received an M.A. in 1948 and a 
Ph. D. in 1957 from the Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy at Tufts University. In 1948-49 he was a 
teaching assistant in economics and director of an in- 
ternational trade research project for Tufts College. 

In 1949, Mr. Norwood joined the Office of Interna- 
tional Trade in the Department of State as an interna- 
tional economist, and he served in that capacity until 
1958, when he was made First Secretary of Mission, 
United States Mission to the European Communities in 
Brussels. Then from 1962-63 he was Assistant Chief of 
the Policy and Treaties Division, Office of International 
Trade, Department of State. 

Over the last 15 years, Mr. Norwood has attended 
numerous international conferences having to do with 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) 
and the Kennedy Round. 

Mr. :Jorwood is married and has two children. He 
resides with his family in Bethesda, Md. 


Food for Freedom Program 


The President’s Message to the Congress Transmitting 
Annual Report of Activities Carried Out Under the 
Program. April 3, 1968 


To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit to the Congress the 1967 re- 
port on the Food for Freedom program. 


The bounty of America’s farms have long given hope 
to the human family. 
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For the pioneers, who first plowed our fertile fields, 
their harvest brought liberation from the age-old bond- 
age of hunger and want. 

For the victims of two world wars, our food nour- 
ished the strength to rebuild with purpose and dignity. 

For millions in the developing nations, our food con- 
tinues to rescue the lives of the starving and revive the 
spirit of the hopeless. 

We share our bounty because it is right. But we know 
too that the hungry child and the desperate parent are 
easy prey to tyranny. We know that a grain of wheat is 
a potent weapon in the arsenal of freedom. 

Compassion and wisdom thus guided the Congress 
when it enacted Public Law 480 in 1954. Since then, the 
productivity of the American farmer and the generosity 
of the American people have combined to write an epic 
chapter in the annals of man’s humanity to man. 

In 1966, I recommended that Congress alter Public 
Law 480 to reflect new conditions both at home and 
abroad. The Congress accepted my major recommen- 
dations, and added provisions of its own to strengthen 
the Act. I am proud to report that in 1967 we success- 
fully fulfilled the letter and spirit of these new 
provisions. 

Congress directed that the Food for Freedom pro- 
gram should encourage international trade. 

—TIn 1967 world trade in agricultural products reached 
an all-time high of $33.9 billion, nearly 20 percent 
higher than in 1966. 

Congress directed that the Food for Freedom program 
should encourage an expansion of export markets for 
our own agricultural commodities. 

—lIn the past two years, this nation has enjoyed un- 
paralleled prosperity in agricultural exports. Since 
1960 our agricultural exports have grown from $3.2 
billion to $5.2 billion—a gain of 62 percent. 

Congress directed that we should continue to use our 
abundance to wage an unrelenting war on hunger and 
malnutrition. 

—During 1967 we dispatched more than 15 million 
metric tons of food to wage the war on hunger— 
the equivalent of 10 pounds of food for every mem- 
ber of the human race. 

Congress determined that our Food for Freedom pro- 
gram should encourage general economic progress in the 
developing countries. 

—Our food aid has helped Israel, Taiwan, the Phil- 
ippines, and Korea build a solid record of economic 
achievement. With our help, these nations have 
now moved into the commercial market, just as 
Japan, Italy, Spain and others before them. 

Congress determined that our food aid should help 
first and foremost those countries that help themselves. 

—Every one of our 39 food aid agreements in 1967 
committed the receiving country to a far-reaching 
program of agricultural self-help. Many of these 
programs are already bringing record results. 
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Congress directed that we should move as rapidly as 
possible from sales for foreign currency to sales for dollars. 
—Of the 22 countries participating in the Food for 
Freedom program in 1967, only four had no dollar 
payment provision. Last year, six countries moved 
to payments in dollars or convertible local currencies. 
Congress directed that we should use Food for Free- 
dom to promote the foreign policy of the United States. 
Statistics alone cannot measure how Food for Freedom 
has furthered America’s goals in the world. Its real vic- 
tories lie in the minds of millions who now know that 
America cares. Hope is alive. Food for Freedom gives 
men an alternative to despair. 

Last year was a record year in world farm output. With 
reasonable weather, 1968 can be even better. New agri- 
cultural technology is spreading rapidly in the developed 
countries. New cereal varieties are bringing unexpectedly 
high yields in the developing lands. An agricultural rev- 
olution is in the making. 

This report shows clearly how much we have contrib- 
uted to that revolution in the past year. But the break- 
through is only beginning. The pride in accomplishments 
today will seem small beside the progress we can make 
tomorrow. 

Lynpon B. JOHNSON 
The White House 

April 3, 1968 
NOTE: The report entitled “The Annual Report on Activities Car- 
ried Out Under Public Law 480, 83d Congress, as Amended, 


During the Period January 1 Through December 31, 1967” (proc- 


essed, 114 pp. with appendices and tables), was made available 
with the release. 


Foreign Editors 


Excerpts From the President’s Off-the-Cuff Remarks to 
the Editors. April 3, 1968 


I am going to a meeting at lunch. I am a little late. 
. . . Lam going to review the Hanoi statement this morn- 
ing that indicated that there might be some movement. 

The other night we looked long and hard. We had con- 
sulted lots of governments and a great many experts. We 
tried to take one positive step that could lead to peace and 
if it were recognized by the other side, it could lead to 
another positive step and another one until maybe we 
could find some way to end this terrible war. . . . 

So, we are now trying to study the (Hanoi) statement 
and we will make a comment on it. We are very inter- 
ested in it and if it says what some people think it says, it 
is something that we are very interested in. . . 


NOTE: The editors were at the White House for a tour, movie, and 
reception prior to accompanying Mrs. Johnson on a Discover Amer- 
ica tour of Texas beginning April 5. The President came into the 
White House Theater as they were viewing the movie, “The Presi- 
dent’s Country,” and spoke briefly with them. As printed above, 
this item follows the text of the White House press release. 
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Vietnam Peace Efforts 


Statement by the President on Coniacts With 
North Vietnam and Announcing His Trip To 
Honolulu. April 3, 1968 


Today the Government of North Vietnam made a 
statement which included the following paragraph, and 
I quote: 

“However, for its part, the Government of the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam declares its readiness to ap- 
point its representatives to contact the United States 
representative with a view to determining with the Amer- 
ican side the unconditional cessation of the United States 
bombing raids and all other acts of war against the Demo- 
cratic Republic of Vietnam so that talks may start.” 

Last Sunday night I expressed the position of the United 
States with respect to peace in Vietnam and Southeast 
Asia as follows: 

““Now, as in the past, the United States is ready to send 
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its representatives to any forum, at any time, to dicuss 
the means of bringing this war to an end.” 

Accordingly, we will establish contact with the repre- 
sentatives of North Vietnam. Consultations with the Gov- 
ernment of South Vietnam and our other allies are now 
taking place. 


So that you may have as much notice as I am able 
to give you on another matter, I will be leaving tomorrow 
evening late for Honolulu. I will meet with certain of our 
representatives, American representatives from South 
Vietnam, for a series of meetings over the weekend in 
Hawaii.’ 


Thank you very much. 


NOTE: The President read the statement at 5:05 p.m. in front of 
the West Lobby at the White House for broadcast by radio and 
television. 


‘The President’s plans for the trip to Honolulu were later 
changed because of civil disturbances in Washington and other cities. 
Arrangements were made for General Westmoreland to meet with 
the President at the White House on Saturday, April 6. 





DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Statement by the President on the Slaying of Dr. King. April 4, 1968 


America is shocked and saddened by the brutal slaying tonight of 


Dr. Martin Luther King. 


I ask every citizen to reject the blind violence that has struck Dr. 


King, who lived by nonviolence. 


I pray that his family can find comfort in the memory of all he tried 


to do for the land he loved so well. 


I have just conveyed the sympathy of Mrs. Johnson and myself to 


his widow, Mrs. King. 


I know that every American of good will joins me in mourning the 
death of this outstanding leader and in praying for peace and under- 


standing throughout this land. 


We can achieve nothing by lawlessness and divisiveness among the 
American people. It is only by joining together and only by working 
together that we can continue to move toward equality and fulfillment 


for all of our people. 


I hope that all Americans tonight will search their hearts as they 


ponder this most tragic incident. 


I have canceled my plans for the evening. I am postponing my trip 


to Hawaii until tomorrow. 
Thank you. 


NOTE: The President read the statement at 9:07 p.m. outside the entrance to the West 


Lobby at the White House. 
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DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Statement by the President Upon Proclaiming a Day of National Mourning. 
April 5, 1968 


Mr. Speaker, Mr. Chief Justice, my fellow Americans: 

Once again, the heart of America is heavy—the spirit of America 
weeps—for a tragedy that denies the very meaning of our land. 

The life of a man who symbolized the freedom and faith of America 
has been taken. But it is the fiber and the fabric of the Republic that is 
being tested. 

If we are to have the America that we mean to have, all men—of 
all races, all regions, all religions—must stand their ground to deny vio- 
lence its victory in this sorrowful time and in all times to come. 

Last evening, after receiving the terrible news of Dr. King’s death, 
my heart went out to his family and to his people—especially to the 
young Americans who, I know, must sometimes wonder if they are to 
be denied a fullness of life because of the color of their skin. I called the 
leaders of the Negro community and the white communities, the 
judiciary, the legislative and the executive branches of our National 
Government, and the leaders of our city halls throughout the Nation, 
throughout the night, and asked them to come here to the White House 
and meet with me this morning. 

We have been meeting together this morning. 

No words of ours—and no words of mine—can fill the void of the 
eloquent voice that has been stilled. 

But this I do believe deeply: 

The dream of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., has not died with him. 
Men who are white—men who are black—must and will now join to- 
gether as never in the past to let all the forces of divisiveness know that 
America shall not be ruled by the bullet, but only by the ballot of free 
and of just men. 

In these years, we have moved toward opening the way of hope 
and opportunity and justice in this country. 

We have rolled away some of the stones—of inaction, of indiffer- 
ence, and of injustice. 

Our work is not yet done. But we have begun. 

We must move with urgency, with resolve, and with new energy 
in the Congress, in the courts, in the White House, the statehouses and 
the city halls of the Nation, wherever there is leadership—political 
leadership—leadership in the churches, in the homes, in the schools, in 
the institutions of higher learning—until we do overcome. 

I have asked the Speaker of the House of Representatives, the 
leadership of the Congress, and the Congress to receive me at the earliest 
possible moment. They are in adjournment over the weekend. But I 
would hope that could be no later than Monday evening, in the area 
of 9 o'clock, for the purpose of hearing the President’s recommendations 
and the President’s suggestions for action—constructive action instead 
of destructive action—in this hour of national need.’ 

I did not understate the case last Sunday evening when I talked of 
the divisiveness that was tearing this Nation apart. But together, a nation 
united, a nation caring, a nation concerned, and a nation that thinks 


1 The address was later rescheduled. 
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more of the Nation’s interests than we do of any individual self-interest 
or political interest—that nation can, and shall, and will overcome. 

I have issued a proclamation to the people of the United States 
which I shall read. 


[At this point, the President read Proclamation 3839, the text of which is printed 
as the following item.] 


That concludes the proclamation. Thank you my fellow Americans. 


NOTE: The President read the statement for broadcast by radio and television networks 
at 1:22 p.m. in the Fish Room at the White House. 

The White House released the names of civil rights leaders who met with the 
President, as follows: 

Roy Wilkins, Whitney Young, Bayard Rustin, Walter Fauntroy, Dorothy Height, 
Clarence Mitchell, Jr., Clarence Mitchell, III, Judge Leon Higgenbotham, Phila- 
delphia, Richard Hatcher, Mayor of Gary, Indiana, Walter Washington, Reverend 
Leon Sullivan, Philadelphia, Bishop George Baber, Warren Christopher, Thurgood 
Marshall, Robert Weaver, Steve Pollak, Senator Mansfield, Senator Kuchel, Speaker 
McCormack, Congressman Albert, Congressman McCulloch. 
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Death of Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Proclamation 3839. April 5, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


To the People of the United States: 


The heart of America grieves today. A leader of his 
people—a teacher of all people—has fallen. 

Martin Luther King, Jr., has been struck down by the 
violence against which he preached and worked. 

Yet the cause for which he struggled has not fallen. 
The voice that called for justice and brotherhood has been 
stilled—but the quest for freedom to which he gave elo- 
quent expression, continues. 

Men of all races, all religions, all regions must join to- 
gether in this hour to deny violence its victory—and to 
fulfill the vision of brotherhood that gave purpose to 
Martin Luther King’s life and works. 

Now, THEREFORE, I, LyNpon B. JoHNSON, President 
of the United States, do call upon all Americans to ob- 
serve Sunday next, the seventh day of April, as a day of 
national mourning throughout the United States. In our 
churches, in our homes, and in our private hearts, let us 
resolve before God to stand against divisiveness in our 
country and all its consequences. 

I direct that until interment the flag of the United 
States shall be flown at half-staff on all buildings, grounds 
and naval vessels of the Federal Government in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and throughout the United States and 
its Territories and possessions. 

I also direct that the flag shall be flown at half-staff 
for the same length of time at all United States embassies, 
legations, consular offices, and other facilities abroad, in- 
cluding all military facilities and naval vessels and stations. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifth day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen 


hundred and sixty-eight and of the Independence of the 
United States of America the one hundred and ninety- 
second. 

Lynpon B. JOHNSON 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 1:18 p.m., 
April 5, 1968] 


Law and Order in the Washington 
Metropolitan Area | 


Proclamation 3840. April 5, 1968 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation 


Wuereas I have been informed that conditions of 
domestic violence and disorder exist in the District of 
Columbia and threaten the Washington metropolitan 
area, endangering life and property and obstructing ex- 
ecution of the laws, and that local police forces are un- 
able to bring about the prompt cessation of such acts of 
violence and restoration of law and order; and 

Wuereas I have been requested to use such units of 
the National Guard and of the Armed Forces of the United 
States as may be necessary for those purposes; and 

WHEREAS in such circumstances it is also my duty as 
Chief Executive to take care that the property, personnel 
and functions of the Federal Government, of embassies 
of foreign governments, and of international organizations 
in the Washington metropolitan area are protected against 
violence or other interference: 

Now, THEREFORE, I LyNnpon B. JoHNson, President 
of the United States of America, by virtue of the authority 
vested in me by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do command all persons engaged in such acts of 
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violence to cease and desist therefrom and to disperse and 
retire peaceably forthwith. 

In Witness WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand 
this fifth day of April, in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and sixty-eight, and of the Independence of 
the United States of America the one hundred and 
ninety-second. 

Lynpon B. JOHNSON 
4:02 p.m. 
Friday April 5, 1968 
The White House 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 5:30 p.m., 
April 5, 1968] 


Law and Order in the Washington 
Metropolitan Area 


Executive Order 11403. April 5, 1968 


PROVIDING FOR THE RESTORATION OF LAW AND ORDER 
IN THE WASHINGTON METROPOLITAN AREA 


Wuereas I have today issued Proclamation No. 3840, 
calling upon persons engaged in acts of violence and 
disorder in the Washington metropolitan area to cease 
and desist therefrom and to disperse and retire peaceably 
forthwith; and 

Wuereas the conditions of domestic violence and dis- 
order described therein continue, and the persons engag- 
ing in such acts of violence have not dispersed : 

Now, THEREFORE, by virtue of the authority vested in 
me as President of the United States and Commander in 
Chief of the Armed Forces under the Constitution and 
laws of the United States, including Chapter 15 of Title 
10 of the United States Code and Section 301 of Title 3 
of the United States Code, and by virtue of the authority 
vested in me as commander-in-chief of the militia of the 
District of Columbia by the Act of March 1, 1889, as 
amended (D.C. Code, Title 39), it is hereby ordered as 
follows: 





WEEKLY COMPILATION OF PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS 


Section 1. The Secretary of Defense is authorized and 
directed to take all appropriate steps to disperse all per- 
sons engaged in the acts of violence described in the 
proclamation, to restore law and order, and to see that 
the property, personnel and functions of the Federal 
Government, of embassies of foreign governments, and of 
international organizations in the Washington metro- 
politan area are protected against violence or other 
interference. 

Sec. 2. In carrying out the provisions of Section 1, the 
Secretary of Defense is authorized to use such of the 
Armed Forces of the United States as he may deem 
necessary. 

Sec. 3. (a) The Secretary of Defense is hereby au- 
thorized and directed to call into the active military serv- 
ice of the United States, as he may deem appropriate 
to carry out the purposes of this order, units or members 
of the Army National Guard and of the Air National 
Guard to serve in the active military service of the United 
States for an indefinite period and until relieved by ap- 
propriate orders. Units or members may be relieved sub- 
ject to recall at the discretion of the Secretary of Defense. 
In carrying out the provisions of Section 1, the Secretary 
of Defense is authorized to use units and members called 
or recalled into the active military service of the United 
States pursuant to this section. 

(b) In addition, in carrying out the provisions of Sec- 
tion 1, the Secretary of Defense is authorized to exercise 
any of the powers vested in me by law as commander- 
in-chief of the militia of the District of Columbia, during 
such time as any units or members of the Army National 
Guard or Air National Guard of the District shall not 
have been called into the active military service of the 
United States. 

Sec. 4. The Secretary of Defense is authorized to dele- 
gate to one or more of the Secretaries of the military 
Departments any of the authority conferred upon him 
by this order. 

Lynpon B. JOHNSON 
The White House 
4:03 
Washington, D.C. 
Friday April 5, 1968 
[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 5:31 p.m., 
April 5, 1968] 





VISIT OF PRESIDENT TUBMAN OF LIBERIA 


Joint Statement of President Johnson and President Tubman Following Their 


Meeting in Washington. April 5, 1968 


President William V. S. Tubman has concluded an official visit to 
the United States at the invitation of President Johnson. He was accom- 
panied by Mrs. Tubman, several members of his cabinet and other gov- 
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ernment officials. While in Washington, President Tubman met with 
President Johnson and with Secretary Rusk for conversations on matters 
of mutual interest and concern. 

During their meetings, the two Presidents reaffirmed the importance 
they place on the close and historic ties between the governments and 
peoples of Liberia and the United States. President Johnson expressed 
his appreciation for the spirit of cooperation which is the bedrock of these 
relations and assured President Tubman of the importance which he 
places on a strong relationship with Liberia. 

In expressing Liberia’s appreciation of the contribution which 
A.I.D. and the Peace Corps are making to Liberia’s development, Presi- 
dent Tubman outlined to President Johnson the economic problems and 
opportunities which lie ahead. He emphasized in particular the deter- 
mination of the Liberian Government to become self-sufficient in food 
production and thus to make a contribution to world food needs. This will 
require assistance in production techniques and an extension of Liberia’s 
road system to facilitate marketing and distribution. President Tubman 
stressed the importance which his Government attaches to the develop- 
ment of the Southeast region of the country through the establishment of 
transport facilities with special reference to the construction of a modern 
port at Harper. He expressed the strong hope that the United States 
would consider participating in this development to a substantial degree. 

President Tubman also expressed his deep concern over the insta- 
bility of primary commodity prices on world markets and in this connec- 
tion made specific reference to the serious fall in the prices of Liberia’s 
major export commodities. President Tubman expressed the hope that 
the United States Government would take a sympathetic attitude toward 
proposals for the stabilization of primary commodity prices. 

President Johnson affirmed the deep and abiding interest of the 
United States in the economic and social progress of Liberia. He appre- 
ciated in this connection the problem for Liberia presented by the fall 
in commodity prices. He pledged United States support for the Liberian 
Government’s effort to advance the country’s growth, and a thorough 
and sympathetic review of the projects being proposed. The United 
States, responding to Liberia’s agricultural needs, will assist in increasing 
rice production and in extending the road system. The United States and 
possibly interested third parties will study thoroughly the proposal for 
the Southeast region and the port at Harper. The United States also will 
pursue a vigorous program of support for general education in Liberia 
and will help to staff and train Liberians in the new medical center at 
Monrovia. 

President Tubman and President Johnson found a wide range of 
agreement on many international issues and reaffirmed their adherence 
to the worldwide applicability of the principles of national independence 
and self-determination. President Tubman, speaking of Africa. outlined 
the progress the continent was making in building strong and independ- 
ent states. He emphasized the spirit of cooperation evolving through the 
Organization of African Unity and other emerging regional organiza- 
tions. In this connection, he made particular reference to the importance 
he attaches to the forthcoming conference in Monrovia of West African 
Chiefs of State to discuss regional economic questions. 

President Johnson congratulated President Tubman for his out- 
standing statesmanship in the institutional development of Africa and 
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his leadership in convening the Monrovia conference. He expressed the 
deep and sympathetic interest of the United States in such African initia- 
tives and asked President Tubman to convey to the African leaders at 
Monrovia his best wishes for the success of their conference. 

NOTE: For the remarks of President Johnson and President Tubman at the arrival 


ceremony and the exchange of toasts at the dinner honoring President Tubman, see 
4 Weekly Comp. Pres. Docs., pp. 585, 588 respectively. 





Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 


Following is a listing of items of general interest which 
were announced to the press but not made public as 
formal White House press releases during the period 
covered by this issue. Appointments which appear below 
in the list of nominations submitted to the Senate are not 
included in this listing. 


April 2 


James Kaplan, the Arthritis Foundation 1968 national 
poster boy, posed with the President for a picture for the 
Foundation’s education and fundraising campaign dur- 
ing May. 

The President has accepted the resignation of Frank J. 


Barry as Solicitor of the Department of the Interior to be 
effective April 7, 1968. 


Apnil 3 


The President met with Senator Robert F. Kennedy 
and Vice President Humphrey in separate meetings at the 
White House. 

April 4 


The President attended the installation of the Most Rev. 
Terence J. Cooke as Archbishop of New York at St. 
Patrick’s Cathedral. 

The President met with Secretary General U Thant at 
the United Nations. 


April 5 


The President attended memorial services for the Rev. 


Martin Luther King, Jr. at the National Cathedral in 
Washington. 











CHECKLIST OF WHITE HOUSE 
PRESS RELEASES 


The releases listed below, made public by 
the Office of the White House Press Secretary 
during the period covered by this issue, are 
not included in the issue. 


Released March 31, 1968 


The President’s address to the Nation (ad- 
vance text). 


Released April 1, 1968 


Remarks of the President to the National As- 
sociation of Broadcasters convention in 
Chicago, Ill. (advance text). 

Biography of Henry Cabot Lodge. 

Biography of George Crews McGhee. 

Pool report on a conversation with the Presi- 
dent on board Air Force One. 


Released April 3, 1968 


Statement by the President concerning Viet- 
nam peace efforts (also released as re- 
corded for radio and television) . 


Released April 5, 1968 


Statement by the President on the death of 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. (also released 
as recorded for radio and television) . 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved March 29, 1968 


his cce enw Private Law 90-206 
An Act for the relief of Richard K. Jones. 
| eee Private Law 90-207 


An Act for the relief of Kelley Michelle 
Auerbach. 


Approved March 30, 1968 


ieee e coccnacecs Public Law 90-279 
An Act to convey certain Chilocco Indian 
School lands at Chilocco, Oklahoma, to the 
Cherokee Nation. 

ee ea Public Law 90-280 
An Act relating to Federal support of edu- 
cation of Indian students in sectarian in- 
stitutions of higher education. 

Dee Gi cinciinnnmcoceane Public Law 90-278 
An Act to determine the respective rights 
and interests of the Confederated Tribes of 
the Colville Reservation and the Yakima 
Tribes of Indians of the Yakima Reserva- 
tion and their constituent tribal groups 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 
in and to a judgment fund on deposit in 


the Treasury of the United States, and for 
other purposes. 





NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE * 


Submitted April 2, 1968 


GrorcE C. McGHEE, of Texas, to be Ambassa- 
dor at Large. 

HENRY CaBoT LopcE, of Massachusetts, to be 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipoten- 
tiary of the United States of America to 
the Federal Republic of Germany. 


Submitted April 3, 1968 


BERNARD Norwoop, of New Jersey, to be a 
member of the United States Tariff Com- 
mission for the remainder of the term ex- 
piring June 16, 1969, vice Dan H. Fenn, Jr. 


1Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services, nominations to 
the Service Academies, or nominations of 
Foreign Service Officers. 
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